EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL

Council Offices, East Court, College Lane, East Grinstead, West Sussex, RH19 3LT
Phone: 01342 323636
www.eastgrinstead.gov.uk

Town Clerk: Samantha Heynes FdA (Comm Gov) FSLCC

Email: townclerk@eastgrinstead.gov.uk

ENVIRONMENTAL AND SUSTAINABLE TRAVEL COMMITTEE

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 25 November 2025

Committee Members: Clir S Ody (Chair)

Clir A Peacock (Vice Chair)

Clir J Belsey (Town Mayor)*

Clir L Gibbs

Clir J Mockford *

Clir C Pond

Clir S Reeves* (Deputy Town Mayor)
Clir T Scott*

Clir F Visser*

In attendance: Deputy Town Clerk

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

1 member of the public were in attendance via zoom.

The member of the public noted the St Margarets Loop feasibility study and was disappointed that
the project would not be proceeding.

CliIr. Peacock (Vice Chair) opened the meeting in the absence of the Chairman.
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APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Clirs. Mockford, Visser and Scott which were accepted.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No declarations of interest were received.

TO APPROVE FOR ACCURACY THE MINUTES FROM THE MEETING OF 12 AUGUST 2025

RESOLVED: The minutes of the meeting held on the 12 August 2025 having been previously
circulated were confirmed and signed by the Chairman.

CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE

Lowdells Lane update — Andy Tuck (WSCC) advised in September that he was making
enquiries in respect of the possible walking/cycling route, this was chased on 13 November,
with no response. It was requested the Town Clerk escalates this matter to Clir Jacquie Russell.

East Grinstead Cycling Club have been involved in the steering group of SUSTRANS who are
looking at improvements to the Avenue Verte route. Last meeting was held in July with no
further updates received.


http://www.eastgrinstead.gov.uk/
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A meeting with the WSCC Active Travel Officer has been arranged for November with Deputy
Clerk and Chairman to discuss further updates on active travel infrastructure.

Town Centre Improvement Plan initial engagement event came back with a number of ideas
from residents a number of which were to promote safer and nicer routes for walking and
cycling in the town.

SHARED SURFACES WORKING GROUP

A second public engagement event was held on the 10 November at East Court which was
attended by members of the public, EGBA and Councillors. The information boards that were
displayed at the event are available on the website together with the feedback survey which
remain live until the 28 November. Engagement events were arranged with two local schools.
Final recommendations, action plan and report will be issued to MSDC in December.

Clir. Steve Ody arrived and Chaired the remainder of the meeting.
CYCLE PARKING AT EAST COURT

Further to the previous meeting, the outside services team have completed the fitting of the
cycle racks in the location agreed at East Court, which is nearer to the facilities, with lighting
and CCTV coverage. The facilities will be promoted for users of East Court on social media.
Thanks were given to the Estates Management team and outside services for completing the
works.

RENEWABLE ENERGY

Pre-planning advice on solar panel installation was received by the Estates Manager, and it
seems that this initial information could exclude East Court due to the possible restrictions being
situated in a heritage site and being a listed building. The Old Court house could be a better
proposition. Further investigation is required with potential funding from S106.

The Committee noted it would be a good opportunity to save energy costs at the Old Court
House if this was an option and would like officers to continue looking at the options for future
consideration.

BEE THE CHANGE GARDEN DESIGN COMPETITION

Following the previous meeting where it was resolved to consider the options for an
environmental grant/competition, Clirs. Mockford, Ody and the Deputy Town Clerk have met to
discuss various options. This would be to support the theme of World Bee Day from last years
Bee Friendly Award.

The proposal is for a garden design competition which would be brought to life at Silver Court
nursing home, benefiting the residents and encouraging pollinators to visit. The winning design
would be planted up by the Council, with the assistance of East Grinstead In Bloom, with the
garden being handed over to the nursing home to continue the ongoing maintenance and for
residents to enjoy. The winner would see their design come to life and an appropriate plaque
would be installed. The design would be a sustainable garden that promotes biodiversity and
supports pollinators such as bees and butterflies. Individuals and groups would be able to
apply, encouraging all ages. The competition would be launched in the new year, with entries
being judged in March and the garden planted up in April/May to tie in with World Bee Day on
the 20 May. ClIr. Mockford had suggested that EG In Bloom could be able to support the
competition with the vouchers.
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The Committee noted that this would be an ideal project to achieve community involvement and
environmental objectives, continuing the theme of World Bee Day.

RESOLVED: To launch the competition in the new year as per the terms and conditions and
entry form provided at the meeting, with a budget of £750.

31 ENVIRONMENTAL INSTALLATION OPTIONS FOR POLLINATORS

The Committee were provided with two proposals in respect of possible environmental
installations for pollinators which are detailed in the accompanying report for the meeting.

Bloomin Arts a charity based in Lingfield are looking to create nature inspired
sculptures/installations at East Court, which would be created in workshops over a period of 15
weeks for adults with learning, with physical or neurodiverse needs. Suitable locations would
need to be confirmed, as would future maintenance. The Council is being asked to contribute
£4,834 .46.

Sussex Green Living are promoting pollinator education stations, which the Town Council were
made aware of at a recent Eco-Forum the Deputy Town Clerk attended. The units come
complete with plants, bug hotels and A2 educational signage. The costs are £680, midi size or
£800 maxi size. There are options to also hold mini-installation events for educational purposes
at a cost of £200 per event. These stations could potentially be located at East Court,
Sunnyside or Mount Noddy Cemetery.

The Committee considered the costs and benefits of both options and felt that the pollinator
stations fitted the brief of supporting the environment and continuation of the World Bee Day
theme of attracting pollinators and educating people about them. It would be possible to hold
educational installation events and invite groups from local schools or organisations to attend,
together with the educational signage it was felt this would be a good opportunity to engage
with the community. The Bloomin Arts project could be supported by potentially providing
locations at East Court for the installations, the costs for the project were also high.

RESOLVED: To purchase two pollinator station units (maxi) and install at East Court and
Sunnyside or possibly Mount Noddy if Sunnyside is not suitable and hold two mini-installation
educational events, inviting local schools/groups, at a cost of £2,000. The Deputy Town Clerk
will contact EG Beekeepers Association to see if they can advise on the suggested locations
and liaise with Boomin Arts together with the Estates Manager to see how the Council can
support them with providing locations for the sculptures, but at this point financial support is not
available for their project.

Head of Estates and Deputy Town Clerk to liaise with Bloomin Arts to hold a meeting to discuss
how the Town Council can support the project with providing locations for installations.

32 TO NOTE ACTION LIST

Action list was noted.

The Chairman thanked all for attending and closed the meeting at 20.30 hrs.

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 24 February 2026 at 7.30pm.
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