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FULL COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a meeting held on Monday 7th April 2025 

 
Present:   Cllr S Ody (Town Mayor) 
    Cllr J Belsey (Deputy Town Mayor) 

Cllr S Barnett 
Cllr M Belsey 
Cllr H Farren 
Cllr L Gibbs 
Cllr I Gibson 

 Cllr E Godwin 
Cllr T Hughes 
Cllr J Mockford 
Cllr A Peacock 
Cllr C Pond 
Cllr S Reeves  
Cllr T Scott* 
Cllr F Visser* 
Cllr R Whittaker 
 
* = absent  

 
In attendance: Town Clerk 
    3 Members of Public 
 
75 Public Participation 
 

One member of the public asked what the Town Council was doing to promote 
mental health services ensuring they are inclusive and accessible for everybody? 
 
Although this question did not relate to any business outstanding from the last Full 
Council meeting the Mayor answered as follows: 
 
East Grinstead Town Council did not provide mental health services, these were 
provided by other agencies within the town. 
 
The Town Council shared posters when provided by local community organisations, 
both on social media and physically where possible at East Court, the Library and in 
noticeboards where there may be space available, Citizens Advice was also 
available at the library along with the council’s Community & Tourism Team. This 
team would signpost members of the public to local services available, including 
social prescribers who were linked to GP practices.  There was also a What’s On in 
East Grinstead leaflet which included a list of health groups and their contact details. 

http://www.eastgrinstead.gov.uk/
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76 Apologies for Absence  

 
Cllr Visser had offered his apologies which were accepted.  Cllr Scott was absent. 

 
77 To confirm the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 27th January 2024 

and the EGM held on 17th March 2025 
 
RESOLVED:  The minutes of the meeting held on 27th January 2024 and the EGM 
held on 17th March 2025 were approved. 

 
78 To receive any Declarations of Personal or Pecuniary Interest 

 
None. 

 
79 Town Mayor’s Announcements  
 

St Margaret’s Loop 
 
WSCC has advised that after consideration of the technical aspects of the proposed 
scheme relating to the two bridge structures, it would be acceptable for WSCC to 
initiate the process to take over ownership of the bridges. 
 
This handover process was likely to take approximately 12 months and would entail: 
 
• Final consideration of the technical aspects (largely completed), and a review of 

the detailed design package with Design and Check certificates. 
• Consideration of any existing defects to be addressed by the current bridge 

owners. 
• Handover process, including joint inspection with the existing owners, to ensure 

any remedial works had been completed satisfactorily. 
• Completion of all legal matters on ownership, land issues with relevant parties, 

and completion of a health & safety file. 
 
The process to address these matters would commence, with a further update 
provided at the next A&T Committee meeting. 
 
The Town Mayor reflected on another incredible couple of months which had seen a 
well-attended and uplifting volunteer event at Chequer Mead, an interesting visit to 
Bluebell Railway where we were looking forward to building closer ties;  Queen 
Victoria Hospital’s Science Week, where the incredible work taking place was 
demonstrated, and the visit of 40 children from Bourg-de-Peage to East Grinstead 
who received their certificates for crossing the Meridian Line.  Finally, after attending 
a fantastic Choral Society performance it was highly recommended that anyone who 
could attend should go. 
 
The Mayor extended his thanks to the Council for their support, help and guidance 
over his past 11 months in role. 

 
80 To receive such communications as the Leader of the Council may desire to lay 

before the Council 
 
The Leader of the Council was pleased to share the start of summer celebrations in 
the town with 80th anniversary of VE Day on 8th May starting with the proclamation at 
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9am and followed by celebrations at St George’s Field in the evening with the beacon 
lighting taking place at 9.30pm.  A fabulous Annual Town Meeting had taken place in 
March with the Bluebell Railway sharing news of Railway 200 and James Cooper 
being presented with the Freedom of the Parish for his incredible achievement of 
running a daily marathon in 2024 and raising funds for the Samaritans. 
 
Devolution remains on the agenda but there was nothing to share so far, updates 
would be communicated as more details became known. 

 
81 To dispose of any business outstanding from the last meeting  

 
Nothing to note. 

 
82 To receive and consider the Minutes of Committees 

 
Cllr Gibbs proposed the planning committee minutes.   
 
Cllr Ody proposed the Environment & Sustainable Travel Committee minutes. 
 
Cllr Reeves proposed the Public Services Committee minutes. 
 
Cllr Peacock proposed the Amenities & Tourism Committee minutes  
 
Cllr Farren proposed the minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee. 

 
 RESOLVED:  The minutes and decisions of the meetings detailed below were 

accepted, with the exception of the Planning minutes from 24/2/2025 which would be 
deferred to the next Full Council meeting.  Approval of these was outstanding and 
would be addressed at the next Planning Committee meeting on 9th April 2025. 

 
(a) Planning 03/02/2025 135-138 279-286 
(b) Planning 24/02/2025 139-140 287-295 
(c) Environmental & Sustainable Travel 06/03/2025 141-143 296-306 
(d) Public Services  13/03/2025 144-147 307-317 
(e) Planning 17/03/2025 148-149 318-327 
(f) Amenities & Tourism  20/03/2025 150-153 328-341 
(g) Finance & General Purposes 27/03/2025 154-156 342-354 

 
 Thanks were expressed to all committee members and officers for their input and 

time over the past year. 
 
83 Working Parties 

 
Formation of the following Working Parties was considered: 

 
- Devolution 
- Business Plan 

RESOLVED:  Each working party would be formed of 8 Councillors, with members 
still to be agreed. 

 
84 Review and adoption of the updated Financial Regulations 

 
The model Financial Regulations had been updated to incorporate recent legislative 
changes relating to procurement (sections 5.3, 5.5 and 5.9). 
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RESOLVED: Council resolved to adopt the updated Financial Regulations. 
 
 
Meeting closed at 7.25pm. 
 
The date of the next meeting of the Town Council is Tuesday 13th May 2025. 
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