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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL 
Council Offices, East Court, College Lane, East Grinstead, West Sussex, RH19 3LT 

www.eastgrinstead.gov.uk 

Phone: 01342 323636 

Town Clerk: Samantha Heynes FdA (Comm Gov) FSLCC  
Email: townclerk@eastgrinstead.gov.uk 

 
FULL COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the meeting of East Grinstead Town Council on 

Tuesday 1st July 2025 at 7.45pm 
 

 
Present:   Cllr J Belsey (Town Mayor) 
    Cllr S Reeves (Deputy Town Mayor) 

Cllr S Barnett 
Cllr M Belsey* 
Cllr H Farren* 
Cllr L Gibbs 
Cllr I Gibson* 

 Cllr E Godwin 
Cllr T Hughes* 
Cllr J Mockford 
Cllr S Ody 
Cllr A Peacock* 
Cllr C Pond 
Cllr T Scott 
Cllr F Visser* 
Cllr R Whittaker 
 
* = absent  

 
In attendance: Town Clerk 

Deputy Town Clerk 
     
 
Public Participation 
 
Ten members of the public were present however no questions were asked. 
 
 
26 Apologies for Absence  
 

Cllrs M Belsey, Farren, Gibson, Hughes & Peacock offered their apologies, which 
were accepted.  Cllr Visser was absent. 

 
27 To confirm the minutes of the Town Council meetings held on 13th May and 24th 

June 2025 
 
Council resolved to approve the minutes of the meetings held on 13th May and 24th 
June 2025. 

 

http://www.eastgrinstead.gov.uk/
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28 Declarations of Interest  
 

None. 
 
29 Town Mayor’s Announcements 

 
A reminder that the work placement student was spending a week at the Council 
from Monday 14th July and could all Councillors consider making themselves 
available to come along and meet with them. 
 
The Mayor was delighted to share details of a new movement called Hermove East 
Grinstead, created to pull together and empower women and girls through sport and 
health & wellbeing.  They would have a gazebo at July’s East Court Live.  Their key 
goals were inclusion through sports such as football, tennis, hockey etc. 
 
Many events had been attended since becoming Mayor with the support of the 
Deputy Mayor, especially her meeting the Strolling Minstrel at 4am during his recent 
charity walk. 

 
30 To receive such communications as the Leader of the Council may desire to lay 

before the Council 
 
None. 
 

31 To dispose of any business outstanding from the last meeting 
 

None. 
 

32 To receive and consider the minutes of Committees: 
 
(a) Planning 20/05/2025 1-7 1-2 
(b) Environmental & Sustainable Travel 20/05/2025 1-11 1-3 
(c) Public Services  03/06/2025 1-11 1-4 
(d) Planning 10/06/2025 8-17 3-4 
(e) Amenities & Tourism  17/06/2025 1-12 1-4 
(f) Finance & General Purposes 24/06/2025 1-15 1-3 

 
Cllr Gibbs proposed the planning committee minutes.   
 
Cllr Ody proposed the Environment & Sustainable Travel Committee minutes. 

 
Cllr Reeves proposed the Public Services Committee minutes. 

 
Cllr Godwin proposed the Amenities & Tourism Committee minutes  

 
Mayor Belsey proposed the minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee. 

 
RESOLVED:  The minutes and decisions of the meetings detailed above were 
accepted 

 
Thanks were expressed to all committee members and officers for their input and 
time, and especially for achieving the Bee Friendly Award for the town earlier this 
year. 
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33 To note progress on the Town Improvements Consultation 
 
A tender had been created in partnership with MSDC and EGBA to secure a 
consultant to provide a review of East Grinstead town centre with the aim of 
increasing footfall and business.  Five invitations to bid had been issued; of these, 
four had responded and this had been reduced to a shortlist of two.  A decision was 
expected within days, and once instructed it was expected to take 12 weeks to 
produce the recommendations.   
 
Green spaces and nature areas would be part of the scope, and reassurance was 
provided that the shared surfaces proposals were part of the remit of the 
consultation. 

 
34 Confidential Business: St Margarets Loop 

 
Council resolved to exclude the press, broadcast media and public (Pursuant to the 
Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960) during consideration of this item. 
 
A summary of the history of the project was provided to Council, together with a 
recommendation that a feasibility study of the project be completed to assess the 
design proposal and planning requirements and limitations, including the new 
Biodiversity Net Gain needs.   
 
RESOLUTION:  Council instructed the Town Clerk to proceed with the full feasibility 
study and that officers should select the preferred organisation to complete this.  It 
was requested to ensure an indication of the likelihood of a successful planning 
application being achieved was included in the scope, as well as clarification that the 
outputs included within the tenders would provide the same level of detail.  

 
 
Meeting closed at 8.56pm. 
 
The date of the next meeting of the Town Council was Tuesday 14th October 2025 
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